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MORE ABOUT THE LATE E_H IL KLASS

PHIL KLASS, 1919 - 2005

Above we see kindly old "Uncle Phil" as he really looked in his later years, and,
thanks to England's Magonia Magazine, we see him kissing a genuine alien dummy at the Fort-
ean Times "UnConvention" in London in 1997. Your editor was also a speaker there that
year., We came on right after Klass finished talking. His was a hard act to follow, as he
had managed to piss off almost the entire audience, and scattered cries of "BOO:" could be
heard throughout the hall. Somehow we managed to turn this crowd around:

The worst remarks we have hegrd following Klass' death come from former ufologist
William Moore, of Roswell and MJ-12 fame. In a telephone interview we told Moore of Klass'
painful final years and his reply was "Divine retribution". Then he went on to say, for
attribution: "The world is better off without him. My sainted grandmother told me not to
say anything about the dead unless I could say something good. He's dead. Good:"

Klass was indeed very mean-spirited at times, but nothing could be more mean-spirited
than the above. We are very disappointed in Moore, whom we have known for many years.

Theulong Fortean Times obituary on Klass is much more mellow, and concludes with the
remark: "Klass rather enjoyed his notoriety and took some impish amusement from tweaking

the tails of both True Believers and 'Serious Ufologists'. In evidence, one might note how
he carried on lengthy correspondence with representatives of both sub-species and was great
friends with ufology's self-appointed clown, Jim Moseley."

Finally there's "The Last Will and Testament of Philip J. Klass", first published in
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"Smear" in 1983. Says he: "To ufologists who publicly criticize me or who even think un-
unkind thoughts about me in private, I do hereby leave and bequeath THE UFO CURSE. No mat-
ter how long you live, you will never know any more about UFOs than you know today.... As
you lie on your own death-bed you will be as mystified about UFOs as you are today. And you
will remember this curse."

Of course, this curse is ambiguous when you really think about it. The fact that you
may never know any more about UFOs than you do today does not necessarily mean that there
isn't a genuine mystery!: It just means that the mystery may not be solved any time soon,
We obviously know that Klass did not live long gmnough for a solution to be found. Perhaps
others of us will be more lucky; and perhaps not.

MISCELLANEOUS RAVINGS

Long-time "Smear" non-subscriber Rob MacGregor has teamed up with a pilot named Bruce
Gernon to write a very interesting pocketbook called "THE FOG" - A never before published
theory of the Bermuda Triangle phenomenon."” (Llewellyn Publications, Woodbury, Mn.) 1In
general, the authors seem to believe that this "electronic fog" is a mysterious and unex-
plained natural phenomenon rather than anything more sinister than that: But UFOs are men-
tioned, and so is Charles Berlitz's classic 1974 book "The Bermuda Triangle". "THE FOG"
should be a good read, and we recommend it to all Fortean researchers...

In early September, the 2005 meeting of the World UFO Conference was held in Dalian,
a port city in northeastern China. It was the first time that this major internmational
event has been held in that country. This is interesting, as Japan has long been a hotbed
of UFO interest & activity, whereas to the best of our knowledge China has not.

We know this must have been an important convention, as the ubiquitous Stanton Fried-
man (Nuclear Physicist, UFO Expert, etc., etc.) was one of the main speakers. Said Stan,
"Ufology is blossoming in China, and the participants are mostly professionals.," We are
hoping that these "professionals" are more skeptical about the wilder UFO claims than Stan
has been, (Our thanks to Vince Ditchkus)...

This story is told with a straight face on a web site called Ananora., No date is
given, but under the heading "Superman Spotted in Serbia" it is esaid that "hundreds" of
residents in Ljubovija saw a cloaked person flying above bulldings "as if he had an invis-
ible engine on his back"., He could change directions while in mid-air, and was compared to
Superman or Batman. One sighter added, "No one has any rational explanation for what we
saw,"

We wish we had more details, but that's the whole story as given by Ananova., It re-
minds us of the "flying humanoids" story on Page 5 of our last issue. (Thanks again to
Vince Ditchkus)...

In Orlando, Florida, the owners of a renovating commercial building are suing two pro-
spective restaurant tenants for backing out of a lease agreement - the reason being that
the tenants refuse to actually move in because they believe the property is haunted. Says
the attorney for the owners: "I asked them if these were good ghosts or bad ghosts, and if
they were good ghosts why it was a problem."

The $2.6 million lawsuit asks a judge to decide whether or not the building really is
haunted, and if so, whether the the ghosts would interfere with the new tenants' restaurant
business. Meanwhile, renovations have ceased and the building remains empty. (Our thanks
to Steve Dunn)...

LOST DOG TAKES TRAINHOME ( Lifted from Rick Hilberg's "Weirdology" )

In late August an impatient black Labrador that became separated from its owner in a Scottish train station
managed to jump onto the first train home all by itself, and to get off at the correct station. Owner Mike Taitt lost
track of Archie at Inverurie station near Aberdeen. Security camera footage shows Archie watching trains come
past him on the platform, and jumping onto the correct Aberdeen-Invemness train when it pulled in. Archie then
got out at the right stop, Insch, to the bemusement of signalman Derek Hope, who found Taitt's phone number
on the dog’s tag and called the anxious owner. Source: Steve Newman, “Earthweek”, The Cleveland Plain
Dealer September 3, 2005.
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Above we see convention speakers gathered onstage during a panel discussion at the
recent National UFO Conference (NUFOC) in Hollywood, California. Speakers included Rob
Simone, Michael Horn, Ed & Kris Sherwood, Bernard Mendez, Preston Bennett, Terry Hansen,
Lynne ¥itel, David Sereda, Farah Yurdzou, Rich Dolan, Steven Bassett, JIM MOSELEY, Nick
Redfern, Linda Moulton Cowe, Greg Bishop, Grant Cameron, and Richard Sauder.

Most of these people are pictured here, plus NUFOC's executive director Lisa Davis,
to the left of her friend John Miller, in the middle of the front row. Note the row of
jazzy NUFOC posters on the back wall. Your editor is not shown here because he took the
picture,

A good time was had by all, but we were disappointed in the attendance and in the
fact that not very many people in the "hard core" of saucer fiends showed up. We did have
interesting conversations with Ias Vegas researcher Norman Howard (see his Letter to the
Editor further along in this issue), and with a fascinating abductee whom we will call Bar-
tara (because that's her first name.)

Barbara has had personal experiences with strange entities all her life, since she
was a small child. She does not call herself an abductee because '"she always went willing-
ly". What we find significant is that these repeated experiences did not really make her
more religious or more spiritual, and she seems to have no cosmic message to give us. She
believes the whole thing is "genetic", and accepts it as just part of her otherwise-normal
life,

What this tells us is that the abduction experience is very strange and complex, with
no easy answers. So is the saucer mystery in general.

Unfortunately, till something really new and exciting turns up, UFO conventions are
going to continue to attract less attention than they deserve. Lisa is doing a good job as
executive director of NUFOC, but she is fighting an uphill battle:i...

Sex & Saucers, again: We have a couple of new stories about the Raelians - the French
Canadian cult that believes the human race was created in laboratories by extraterrestrials,
thousands of years ago. They also appear to believe in Free Love, and have sexually-orien-
ted seminars which easily attract new converts. Rael, the head guru, is said to have a
personal harem of 30 to 40 very attractive young women who have sworn in writing never to
spurn his advances. They are also there to protect him from all harm.

A conservative pair of film makers recently infiltrated a Raelian seminar at  which
they claim to have shot very damaging footage "under cover". They are mainly disturbed by
the sexual freedom. Homosexuals are welcomed; and one of the film makers admits that he
himself was "seduced by a couple of the women and got in pretty deep"- whatever that means!
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This pair of documentary makers sougd)mean-spirited indeed, in that their aim is to
force the Raelians to disband, in exchange for not showing this documentary to the public.
Of course Rael has threatened to sue. Supposedly he also offered them money to scrap the
documentary, but they refused. Said one of them, "We want to keep kids from being sucked
in by this."

But their attitude sounds like blackmail to us. Except for the stuff about aliens,
and claims to have created human clones in 2003 (which they were never able to prove), the
Raelians seem like a relatively harmless cult. Bush would probably not approve of it, how-
everise. :

From "News of the Weird", 9/25/05, we learn of two very unusual insurance policies
written by British insurance companies on unconventional risks. Usually it's Lloyd's of
London doing this sort of thing, but this time it's a different company that wrote a policy
concerning alien abductions and pregnancies resulting from the abduction, even if the im-
pregnated party is male:

That was back in 1996. Now, in July 2005, sponsors of the Visit Scotland Adventure
Triathlon (whatever that is) in Loch Ness signed a policy whereby any of the competitors
attacked by the Loch Ness Monster would receive up to the equivalent of $1.8 million dollars.

How about a policy for women (only) who are impregnated by the Loch Ness Monster: The
premiums on this should be really low! (Thanks to Steve Dunn)...

We definitely should take a few moments to comment on a recent paperback book from
Paraview called "Project Beta: The Story of Paul Bennewitz, National Security, and the Cre-
ation of a Modern UFO Myth". It is written by California researcher Greg Bishop, who is the
former editor of a well-respected zine called "The Excluded Middle".

Former UFO researcher Bill Moore has told your editor personally that this book is the
most important offering of the year, but we must admit that we have merely paged through it.
Says Bishop of Moore (Page 271): "According to many UFO researchers, I should include Bill
Moore on my list of helpful government employees, tut I'll just leave him in the 'excluded
middle', and thank him for his support, assistance, and longtime friendship. This book
would have been impossible without his generous cooperation and incredible patience with my
annoying questions and thinly veiled accusations.”

Cn the back cover, this book is described as "The horrifying true story of a govern-
ment-authorized campaign of disinformation that defined an era of alien paranoia and destroy-
ed one man's life." The whole thing is written in capital letters, but we have toned it
down in order not to frighten our readers too much.

The back cover rant goes ons

"In 1978, Paul Bennewitz, an electrical physicist living in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
engaged in some aggressive radio monitoring of the nearby Sandia Labs, then managed ty the
Department of Defense. When he became convinced that the strange lights hovering over the
labs and Kirtland Air Force Base signaled the vanguard of an extraterrestrial alien invasion,
he began writing TV stations, newspapers, senators - and even President Reagan - to alert
them.

"For the most part Bennewitz received form-letter replies, but Air Force investigators
paid him a visit, as did Bill Moore, author of the first book on the Roswell Incident. Be-
fore long Moore - then a new force in civilian UFQO research - was tapped by a group of in-
telligence agents and a deal was struck., Moore was to keep tabs on Bennewitz while the Air
Force ran a psychological profile and disinformation campaign on the unsuspecting physicist,
In return, Air Force Intelligence would let Moore in on classified UFO material.

"This is Bennewitz's harrowing tale, told by fringe-culture historian Greg Bishop. It
is the troubling account of the custom-made hall of smoke and mirrors that eventually drove
Bennewitz to a mental institution, as well as the story of the explosive propagation of dis-
information that began in 1979 and reverberates through the UFO community and pop culture to
this day."

Eéads!‘..

Naturally we haven't actually read this one either, but our nomination for "UFO Book
of the Month" is "Hair of the Alien", by Bill Chalker (Paraview Pocket Books), reviewed
very favorably for MUFON by Journal editor Dwight Connelly.

This tome has to do with an Australian case from 1992, in which the hapless male vic-
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tim "woke up in his home and found two naked women in his bed, one blond and the other with
dark hair who appeared to be Asian. Both appeared to be human, but not really human. The
blond moved toward him and drew him to her breast but...He bit off a piece of her nipple,
which caused her to release him." Yes.

It gets even better after that, but "Smear" is not primarily a pornographic magazine,
so we will spare you further details (which, however, have already been printed previously
in our humble zine.) Probably you must really read this book to get the true dimensions of
what is going on}

The case is complex, with some very interesting DNA test results and the strong possi-
bility that (gasp:) something really happened here. But on the surface the incident 1is so
ludicrous that it is not likely to ever be taken as seriously as it might deserve.

Anyhow, we agree with Dwight Connelly's last remark: "If you can purchsse only one
UFO book this year, this is the one to buy."

There hasn't been anything like this since John Stuart (also an Australian!) authored
a book published by Gray Barker, circa 1955, called "UFO Warning". In it, a decent young
damsel is raped by a group of several hideous invisible monsters...

Long-time "Smear" fans will rememter David Huggins, the New Jersey QFC contaﬁtee/irz;
ist whose paintings have graced our pages several times over.the yean.,dlhi ?nelgégwn ii
in black & white is called "On the Way to the Lake", and depicts an inciden 3nc eqcént e
which David, at age 17, loses his virginity to an attr?ctive spice alienwgameth'z 3 feméle
had just started home from swimming in a nearby lake, in rural Georgia, eg ; . hany
entity appeared. Unfortunately there were no witnesses; but Crescent ha; s oweeCigte A
times thereafter in David's lifetime of strange ufological encounters. e appr s

sharing this information with us,
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MISSIVES FROM THE MASSES

PAUL KIMBALL is "Supreme Commander" of Redstar Films, a leading producer of document-
ary films in Canada. He is also a meticulous flying saucer investigator. He writes:

"Thanks for the mention in the current 'Smear' of my Top Ten and Bottom Ten lists for
ufology, which appeared a month or two ago at my blog, www.redstarfilms.blogspot. COM....
Your inclusion in the Top Ten was an obvious choice to me. I know there are those in the
ufological community who pooh-pooh your contributions to ufology, including some people who
are friends of mine. However, as I said at my blog, every field of study needs a court
Jjester, a role you have filled for decades with aplomb and wit. And no matter what Wendy
Conners says, 'Shockingly Close to the Truth:' is a must-read - one of the few UFO books
that is both genuinely interesting and well-written (many often being either one or the
other, but rarely both).

"Now, as for your questions about my relationship with Stan Friedman, I can only say:

"(a) Yes, he is my uncle (married my Dad's sister 25 or so years ago), a fact that
neither of us has ever hidden.

"(b) He and I often disagree, particularly about MJ-12 and Wilbert Smith, but we also
agree about a great many things too - like the ridiculousness of exopolitics, for example.
Our tiggest disagreement centers on the Extraterrestrial Hypothesis - he places the emphasis
on the Extraterrestrial part, and I place it on the Hypothesis part, even as I tell anyone
who asks that I find it an entirely plausible, although unproven, hypothesis; and

"(c) Despite the disagreements mentioned above, I have nothing but the greatest re-
spect, admiration and affection for Stan. I may know him as well, at least in a personal
sense, as anyone in ufology. He is sincere in his beliefs, and a decent honorable man,
through and through. Plus he was a hoot to have around at family reunions when I was a kid:

"Anyway, thanks again for the 'subscription', and all the best for the future. May
'Saucer Smear' and its Esteemed Supreme Commander live long and prosper:"

Ace cartoonist MATT GRAEBER writes as follows, regarding the recent re-hash of the
alleged 1974 Carbondale, Pa., UFO crash:

"Mary Sutherland's high-water mark in Ufoology recently coincided with her visit to
Carbondale, Pa., where she shot a documentary film on this long-ago non-UFO incident, in-
terviewed alleged witnesses to the event, and managed to anger one of her star witnesses
(Ms Dawn Race), while also losing the friendship of a paranormal researcher (Rick Fisher)
when Mary posted 'false' and 'grossly exag-
gerated' accounts of what Mr. Fisher and Ms
Race apparently said and did over the course
of their limited involvement with Mary and
her pair of woefully-defective UFO detectives
at Carbondale;

"As a result of this discord, both Race
and Fisher have requested that Sutherland re-
move their names and the 'distorted accounts'
of their involvement with BUFO (The Burling-
ton UFO and Paranormal Radio of Wisconsin)
from Mary's many web sites and links. Ms
Race alleges that Mrs. Sutherland has failed
to do so and that she has made this request Child-at-the-time eyewitness sketch of ‘Carbie’, the Carbondale silt pond monster.
of Mary more than once! courtesy of Carbie's cousin Kermit

"Moreover, there still remains the abmo-
lutely dreadful problem of Mary's posting equally objectionable accounts of one of her own
field investigators being an eyewitness, too. He says that he never saw an hing at the
pond back in 1974 because the crowds were quite large and he couldn't get close enough.,
Yet, Mary places him at the pond watching a glowing light move about under the water's sur-
face. (Egads, this is beginning to sound like an o0ld Adamski fiasco!)...

"When one considers the fact that the Roswell and Aztec, N.M, annual UFO conventions

and festivals have become 'extraordinarily lucrative' entertainment/tourist industries - as
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well as meccas for countless UFO bellevers and enthuslasts, It's quite easy to understand
how the long-dead Carbondale UFO crash story might be 'claimed' and creatively 'resusci-
ated' by a self-promoting internet impresario from Wisconsin and her unwitting, fawning
pair of saucer sleuths doing almost all the investigative leg work back in the coal-crack-
ing town of Carbondale.

"For those wishing to read more about this sad but true BUFOOLogical tale, I recom-
mend visiting the many BUFO sites at 'carbondale.pa.ufo crash', 'paranormal pa', or my
story which appears in the Magonia Supplement No. 55 issue..."

"If you so wish, you may even contact me at 'matthewgraeber@ol.com' and tell me how
foolish I am to doubt the validity of the 'veracity-challenged' Mary Sutherland's pond
stories. Let's see, at last count BUFO had speculatively linked the '7) pond incident to
a UFO crash, a Soviet missile crash, a portion of a Soviet missile crash, a radioactive
something-or-other laying on the pond's floor, unspecified paranormal activity near and
within the pond, a 'portal' or gateway opening up into another space and time continuum, a
submersible UFO that dodged police bullets fired at it, and of course, the shameful cover-
up lantern,

"Somehow Mary and Ron forgot to mention the possibility that ‘'Carbie', the famous
Carbondale pond monster may have been splashing about in the murky water too. But, then
again, one can't be expected to think of everything. (See cartoon on P. 6.)

"So, just as with Mary's online store, it appears there's a bit of everything and any-
thing to choose from if you're a UFO/Paranormal browser. Has Mary's meteoric climb in
UFOOLogy reached its zenith? Has 1t been extinguished in the depths of the old silt pond?
As that rascal George Adamski would say, 'Time will tell’.

NORMAN HOWARD, a "Smear" fan living in Las Vegas, Nevada, writes:

"A few years ago a man calling himself 'Prophet Yahweh' ('Yahweh' is Hebrew for 'God'
although the 'prophet' is a Black man, not a Jew) came onto the scene here in Las Vegas
and offered to call forth a UFO on demand. The local MUFON chapter sent a few investigat-
ors to his house, a falling-down shack in the worst part of town, to witness this historic
event, When they arrived, the local TV stations were already there, having been summoned
by the 'prophet' himself.

On cue, Prophet Yahweh told everyone present to look at a certain section of the sky
where a Mylar balloon had been released by a confederate of the 'prophet'. He then demand-
ed money for this extraordinary effort: Upon receiving the grand sum of zero dollars, he
flew into a rage, chasing everyone away with curses:

The MUFON investigators went to work, discovering that Prophet Yahweh is really Ray-
mond Watkins, a man who had been sent to a mental institution twice by court order because
of various behavioral acts deemed worthy of 'observation' by psychiatrists. When MUFON re-
ported these facts to local media, Prophet Yahweh telephoned the MUFON investigators and
made threats to do bodily harm to themi He admitted that he had been in the mental insti-
tution %uring the reported time periods, as an employee! (The inmates are running the
asylum!

He then requested a second chance to demonstrate his unusual (to say the least) abil-
ity to call forth a UFO on demand. Again, local MUFON investigators were dispatched (this
time without the local TV stations), and again they were treated to silver-colored Mylar
balloons - this time, two of them.

He has since been soliciting donations to establish his own religion. Perhaps Las
Vegas zillionaire Robert Bigelow could fund Prophet Yahweh, and Dr. Steven Greer could pro-
vide some pointers as to how to do a better job of calling forth the aliens:i"

Toronto Sun lawsuit from a Russian as- B ICE FROM HEAVEN
Wednesday, 2005 trologer. Marina Bai has | 1

gt ) GUIDE DOG BITTEN BY - )

sued the U.S. space agency, 1 1 A two kg (4.41b) block of ice plummet

NASA gets sued claiming the Deep Impact 1. BLIND OWNER ] ed from the skies over Manchester on
MOSCOW (AP) —  probethatpunchedacrater S e 2 April 1973 and shattered at the feet
NASA’s mission thatsenta  into the comet Tempel 1 1 INVISIBLE GALAXY i of Dr RF Griffiths - who as Met Office
space probe smashingintoa  Sunday “ruins the natural 1 FOUND, BUT CAN THEY | observer was the one man in the city
comet raised more than balancs,e of forces in the uni- 1 REALLY BE CERTAIN? ) qualified to appreciate the uniqueness
cosmic dust — it also  Verse. ) Evening Standard, 23 Feb 2005. ) of the event.

brought a $300-million US
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Famed British author and UFO researcher TIMOTHY GOOD writes as followss

"Re the notorious 'Straith Letter', your warning (that it was a hoax) came after the
book about George Adamski was published. Far from ignoring your warning, I inserted type-
written slips to the effect that the letter was bogus - in all subsequent copies sold."

Our olde friend sociologist CHRISTOPHER ROTH writes:

"I was interested to read in 'Smear' about Michael Jackson's UFO beliefs. He Jjoins
Lou Rawls, Dan Ayckroyd, Jackie Gleanson, and others among UFO advocates in the entertain-
ment industry. But you fail to point out a possible UFO-abduction connection to  Michael
Jackson: Many visitors to his Neverland estate have reported odd memories of lying on a
kind of bed while a strange, alien-looking being with an odd skin color and a vestigal nose
performs medical-examination type procedures on them. Now, Jackson denies that anything
like this goes on, so it must be extraterrestrialsi..."

Michael Luckman's book "Alien Rock", about Jackson and many others, is so bad that it was
even panned by UFO Magazine! How low can one sink?? - Editor.

Researcher BILL OSBORNE writes:

"In 'Saucer Smear' Vol. 52, No. 6, I read with interest that Hopkinsville, Kentucky
was holding a celebration of the '50th Anniversity of the Kelly Green Men'...

"You might be interested in Imowing that Hopkinsville is widely considered the 'Occult
Capital of the South' for reasons including, but not limited to, the 1955 incident. Hopkins-
ville is the home town of Edgar Cayce, the 'Sleeping Prophet' who made many predictions re-
garding such subjects as Atlantis and the 'End Days'. Hopkinsville is also about 20 miles
from Adams, Tennessee, where a famous haunting took place in the early years of the 19th cen-
tury. This particular spirit was referred to as 'The Bell Witch' and was the inspiration for
the recent movie 'The Blair Witch Project'. The Bell Witch haunting purportedly caused so
much consternation that Andrew Jackson himself supposedly called on the Bell family in order
to experience the phenomena first hand.

"Many descendants of the Bell family eventually moved to Hopkinsville and one of them,
a dentist, owned a large Victorian-style house, which a friend of mine - the president of a
local bank - purchased after it had remained vacant for many years, and began a fairly am-
bitious restoration project. He said that workers would not remain in the house after dark
because of its reputation for being haunted. (My friend stated that he himself had never
experienced any explained phenomena in the house whatsoever.)

"I have traveled to Hopkinsville many times on business and have asked local residents
if they remembered the famous 1955 UFO incident, and surprisingly, a great many had never
even heard of it. Those that would speak of it tended to laugh it off, and probably right-
fully so. One gentleman - echoing Ebenezer Scrooge's line in 'A Christmas Carol', stated
that there was probably more 'moonshine than moon' connected with the 1955 flap., Still, if
Hopkinsville can benefit by good-naturedly playing up this event, good for themi...

"I absolutely loved your book, and have read it through at least a half-dozen times.
Your light-hearted look at 'ufoology' is a welcome breath of fresh air in a field populated
by way too many folks who take themselves much too seriously:"
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